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Dump the Religious Politics

Chinese Version i N 1% R

Criminal law is the law that safeguards national security and stability. The pother of legislation for
criminal law vest in the Parliament while the power of execution lookingto the Attorney General. The
Criminal Courts are responsible to exercise the adjudicative power relating to criminal law. In the light
of the such criminal law structure and the multi-racial, multi-religious and multi-cultural background
of Malaysian society, it is impossible to have 2 sets of criminal laws demarcated by mean of religion.
As criminal law encompasses national security and public stability, all people must be subject to a
similar set of criminal law. Our existing Criminal Code was then enacted by making references to the
India Criminal Code with necessary adjustment made to suit the local circumstances as both countries
are multi-racial, multi-religious and multi-cultural. In view of this, YBAM is of the opinion that it is
unnecessary to enact another Islamic-based criminal law as this contradicts the reality of the our multi-
racial and multi-religious society. It will definitely be rejected by all quarters.

To enact a criminal law based on a particular religion is to highlight the religious differences of the
people. Such emphasis on the differences will lead to religious confrontation and unhealthy religious
competition and will eventually cause religious bias in national policy implementation. This in turn
will stir discontent and chaos, thus endangering national security and stability. This greatly contradicts
the objective and spirit of the criminal law to secure national security and stability. This is the second
reason why YBAM objects strongly to the Islamic Criminal Law (Hudud). It also explain why
criminal law shall be accepted by people of all faiths.

YBAM does not only object the enactment and implementation of the Islamic Criminal Law (Hudud)
but also the establishment of an Islamic State as advocated by PAS. Under the intense pressure to out-
Islamise PAS, the ruling coalition has gradually compromised in many aspects such as the
establishment of the International Islamic University, Islamic banking, Islamic insurance and
ultimately the declaration of Malaysia as an Islamic State. The enactment of the Islamic criminal law
in Terengganu and Kelantan is to increase the political pressure on the ruling Barisan coalition. We
strongly feel such trend will be harmful and detrimental to the harmony and tolerance of our multi-
religious and multi-racial Malaysian society.

What we need is cooperation and harmony not religious bias and confrontation. Islamic Criminal Law
is in fact part of the Islamic State advocated by PAS and is against our Federal Constitution which is
secular in nature. The 'social contract' as agreed upon by our forefathers at Independence has clearly
stated that while Islam is the official religion, other religions shall be practised freely. The Malaysian
society of different faiths must reinforce a political culture that is based on mutual cooperation and
mutual respect and firmly rejects religious confrontation and religious prejudice.
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