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The YBAM President's Message on Wesak Day

Working Together for The Nation and Religion
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Wesak is the month of birth, enlightenment and passing away of Gautama Buddha. The
birth of Prince Sidharta brings hope to the mankind- attaining Buddhahood in human
realm, revealing the truth and providing way to human to learn and practise the Dharma.
Therefore, Wesak is the month of hope. Prince Sidharta was enlightened and attained
Buddhahood under the Bodbhi tree This historical event proves that all mankind can attain
Buddhahood through cultivation of mind as Prince Sidharta did. In other words, Wesak is
also the month of Practise and Cultivation. The last teaching of the Buddha before the
Maha Parinibbana was to exhort that the precepts would be the teacher after his passing
away. So Wesak is also the month of inspiration and keeping to the Dharma.

"Working Together for the Nation and Religion" is the theme for the month of Wesak in
the year 2002. It consists of two parts: firstly, working for the Nation and Religion and
secondly, to do so collectively. The millennium started with the destruction of Buddha
statues by the Taliban regime. Buddhist, besides condemning the barbaric act, should
reflect on the fact that at present Buddhism is almost non-existent in Afganistan which was
once a flourishing Buddhist centre. This must be due to the attitude and non-commitment
of the Buddhist which had subsequently caused the decline of Buddhism in Central Asia.
The present world Buddhist population is also declining. All these have cautioned the
Buddhist community that if the Buddhist remain apathetic and non-committal, Buddhism
may be alien to mankind one day.

The September 11 incident unfolds an unprecedented religious violence in human history
and threatens the stability of the World. It is therefore important to actively promote peace
at this juncture. Buddhism being a peaceful religion will be able to contribute significantly
to world peace. "Working together for the Religion: Buddhism, and propagating the
Dharma" is therefore one effective way to contribute towards world peace. In this Wesak
month of hope and inspiration and with its theme for the year 2002, this prayer is even
more meaningful and necessary.

Buddhism emphasizes 4 types of gratitude: Gratitude to the parents, all sentient beings, the
nation as well as the Triple Gems. One way to show our gratitude to the Triple Gems is to
"work together for Buddhism" so that the Dharma will perpetuate forever in this world.
This in turn will benefit all sentient beings. Therefore the decision to include "working
together for the religion™ is timely and well thought.
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Since the Asian financial turmoil, Malaysia is working hard for its economic recovery.
This deserves the support of all its people. Working together for the nation is one way to
show our gratitude to the nation. Therefore we Buddhist who are also citizen of this
beloved nation shall work hard and contribute towards the economic recovery of Malaysia.
Working together for the Nation which is highlighted in the theme is therefore timely.

Unity of strength is the essence of success for every task or work. Thus, Dhamma
propagation, peace mission and economic recovery require collective effort of all -
Working Together as mentioned in the theme of the month of Wesak for the year 2002.

In this inspirational Wesak Month, YBAM calls upon all Buddhist to work together for the
religion and the nation. This is our hope, our aspiration and our goal. Let's live up to the
theme.



